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Scimus inurbanum Lepido Seponere ditto. 
Hor, 


5=%, H E Humours of Mankind are in a con- 
» {tant State of Fluétuation, flowing with 
Impetuofity to a Point, and then ebbing 
4 Wp back as faft to the oppofite Extreme. By 
3 thefe Means it refults, that few Things 
are permanent among us, and almoft 
DAR ORRg every Period of Time is marked with 
fome peculiar Charaéteriftic, which, like Fafhions with the 
Ladies, prevail for a fhort Space, and then give Place to fome 
other fucceffive Innovation. Thus the Aira of Humbugging 
feems to have expired, and the happy Period of Raillery begins 
“to dawn upon this Metropolis, I have in a former Paper 
delivered my Sentiments concerning the notable Art of Hum- 
bugging, and I ‘hall this Day throw together fome curfory 
Reflections upon the Practice of Raillery, which, in my Opinion, 
it is the Intereft of Society to explode from every Company. 

I am induced into this Way of thinking from an Obfervation, 
that few People are properly qualified to exercile this Talent, 
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there being hardly any Talent which requires fo fine an Under- 
{tanding, together with fo much Delicacy in the Exertion of 
it, But as Matters are generally managed, there is nothing fo 
coarfe as the Attempts of thofe, who are ambitious of Dhininys 
in Converfation, and are therefore determined to banter Man- 
kind into an exalted Opinion. of their Accomplifhments. ~ Bue 
the utmoft that can ‘be allowed fo thefe Gentlemen, is, to” joitr in 
the general Laugh; and, if Mirth and Jollity are going for- 
vent, they may very properly be admitted to partake of the 
frolic Feftivity, without vainly . pretending to take the Lead, 
or to engrofs the Converfation into their own Hands : ; in like 
Manner as the uninformed Country Squire fhould not be fuf- 
fered by the Mafier of (the: Ceremonies in a polite Astehibly) 
to come forward in a Minuet, where the Graces of Movement are 
required, though he may be tolerated to romp in a Country 
Dance, and difplay alfthe Gambols of his unfafhioned Asitity. 


wo nn Nec cuin-Sis-cetera Soffer . —— 
Tr ves tantum. ad nUuKerOs Suiyri moveare Bathylli. 
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ous I to define Alin L fhould call: it/aidelicate Exer- 
tron-of Pleafantry- upon - the Fotoles. or—the-theht Inadven—- 
tences, which difclofe themfelves in the Aétions of Men. 

From this View. of Matters, it will appear that no ‘Tindcture 
of Ifl-nature muft be fuffered to disigure the Surface; that 
only flight Errors muft be. the Ground on:which the colour- 
ing is laid, and that good Manners mutt give a polifh to 
the whole. No Man has any Degree of right to invade a- 

nother’sinward Péace, and, therefore'a well turn’d Mind will 
always-decline any Thing that,comes near.to the Bofom of anf 
Perfon, with whom_-he is willing to.enterinto Society. What- 
ever may tend to create Dif-efteem. in.the Circle of our Ac- 
quaintance, or to. throw a. ridiculous Light upon a Character; 
whatever may difcover an intellectual Imbecillity or excite 
uneafy Senfations: by touchingupon Circumftances, about which 
it is poflible a’ Perfon may: have a tender Feeling, though in 
their own -Nature, they are not of any material. Importance ; 
In fhort all Topics, but fuch, as we are convinced the Object 
of our Merriment will give up, are carefully to be avoided; 
and even in Matters, from which Decency does not command 
us to abftain, it will be highly neceflary to glide gently over the 
affected Part, that the Wound may appear to be probed by 
a fkilful Hand. I have fomewhere read a Story of ack Ketch’s 
Wife, whieh I think throws a Light on this Matter. Any 
Body, fays that elegant Lady, can tuck a Man up, and ftop his 


Breath, but to do it with Dexterity, and make the Culprit dic 
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an eafy pleafant Death, is only the genteel Qualification of my 
Hufband. Thus it requires no very fhining Abilities to inform 
our Neighbour of his Oddities, and point out to him his flight 
Indifcretions , but to open his Eyes, and let in the Light with- 
out rendering it painful to him, to give a Senfe of the Error, 
without difturbing the natural Complacence, with which eve- 
ty one is willing to behold himfelf, is a Tafk which requires 
more Elegance and Refinement than happens to fall to the 
Share of every Individual. And yet there is no going any 
where without meeting Pretenders in this Way; every Quarter 
of the ‘Town abounds with Men of Raillery, and to all thete 
it is necefiary to render an Account of our Actions, our Friends, 
our Attachments, our Cloaths, our Walk, and what not? But 
if People would confider their own Infufficience; they would 
not obtrude their Dullnefs upon Society, nor expofe the Auk- 
wardnefs of their own Underftandings. ‘The late Doctor Swift 
has a Paffage to the prefent Purpofe, which I have always 
greatly admired fora Turn of Senfe and Expreffion peculiar 
to himfelf. “ There is a Brain, (fays he,) that will endure 
but one Scumming; let the Owner gather it with Difcretion, 
and manage his little Stock with Hufbandry ; but of all Things 
let him beware of bringing it under the Lafb of his Betters ; 
becaufe ‘that will make it bubble up into Impertinence, and 
he will find no new Supply; Wit, without Knowledge, being 
a Sort of Cream; which gathers in a Night to the Top, and, 
by a fkilful Hand may be foon whipped into Froth; but once 
{cummed away, what appears underneath, will be fit for No- 
thing but'to be thrown to Hogs.” 

I syatzt fill up the Remainder of this Paper with an alle- 
gorical Account of the Birth and Parentage of Raillery, which, 
I think, may ferve to lay before the Reader its feveral efficient 
Qualities, and thereby deter him from the Ambition of put- 
ting it in Practice, or remind him of the Requifites, ‘that mutt 
accompany it, whenever it offers to appear in Company. 

Goop-Sense and Ripicute were joined in Wedlock ; the 
Offspring of their Marriage was Humour, who for a long Time 
roved about Parnaffus, placing the Follies and Whims of Man- 
kind in fuch a Light, as never failed toexcite Mirthin the Synod 
of Apollo and the Mufes. At length happening to wander 
out of Bounds, Humour met, upon the Borders of Parnaffus, juit 
upon the Verge of worldly Commerce, a certain Lady known by 
theName ofIiti-wature. Drawn in by falfe Allurements anda 
Glavering Smile, which Inn-Narure always wore upon hxct 
Countenance, Humovr. offered Propotals of Marriage,which were 
carried without Delay into Execution, and in nine Months Time 
Satire was ufhered into the World. Having a Mixture in his 
Compofition of his Father’s ualities blended with the complexi- 
onal Habits of his Mother, Satire grew up in the Practice of 
expofing the Infirmities of all who came in his Way. With- 
out Reftraint he took unbecoming Liberties with private Ta- 
gnilies, fowed the Seeds of Difcontent in every Breaft, and ia 

Time 
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Time began to difturb the Harmony of the facred nine. Where- 
upon Tuatra, who had been before extreamly attached to Sa- 
TIRE, conceived a fecret Diflike to him, and in order to mend 
the Breed preferred a Petition to Arotto to divorce Hiumour 
from his Wife ILL-NATURE. 

Arrer a full hearing of the Caufe, Apo.to iffued out his 
Edict of Separation. Humour could not live fingle, and in a 
fhort Time made another Match, which, as good Luck would 
have it, turned out better than the former. His fecond Wife’s 
Name was Wir, a Lady of great Vivacity, and abounding in 
furprizing Turns in all her Converfation. She hardly could fee 
any Thing, but her Way was inftantly to compare it to fome o- 
ther Object in Nature, and fhe frequently would make her Au- 
ditors laugh by pointing out a latent Refemblance ia Things, 
which feemed in their own Natures abfolutely repugnant to 
each other. Her principal Attention was to fet off her Hufband, 
and though fhe was fond of great Variety in her Drefs, fhe would 
upon many Occafions lend her beft Apparel to Humour, who 
never fail’d to look moft engaging, when Wir contributed 
her Ornaments, Humour in his Turn gave fupernumerary Em- 
bellifhments to his Wife, and they both reflected a reciprocal 
Luftre upon each other. They continued ina State of mutual 
Fondnefs, and their faithful Love was if Time rewarded with a 
tender Daughter, who was immediately called with the general 
Confent, by the Name of Ratttery. ‘The Musess cherithed 
her in their Bofoms, and as fhe grew up fhe difcovered a Pro- 
penfity to her Father’s Way of thinking, but with a confidera- 
ble Abatement of his Severity. The Mother’s Delicacy fhe pot- 
feffed entire, and whenever fhe touched upon any Thing, like 
her, fhe endeavoured to give it anagreeable Colouring. In this 
Habit fhe was further confirmed by Pottrengss, a collateral 
Relation by the Mother’s Side, who took upon her the Care of 
her Manners, and inftructed her perfectly in all the fecondary 
Qualities or leffer Morals, which are commonly known by the 
Name of Good-breeding. Being confirmed in thefe Principles 
RAILLERY was, at amature Age, trufted abroad into the World, 
where fhe had not been long before fhe was carefféd by the courtly 
Horace, who took her home to his own Houfe, introduced to 
Mecenas, and found her of fingular Service in all his Writings. 
At the Demife of that Bard, RartLery wandered a Vagrant 
up and down, til] at length fhe took it into her Head to vifit 
Boileau in Paris, from whence fhe came over to England and re- 
fided for many Years at Twickenbam with the late Mr. Pope, from 
whofe Retreat fhe would now and then make an Excurfion to 
pafs fome Hours with Doctor Young and Mr, Addifon. At pre- 
fent it is daid that fhe is taken into Keeping by a certain noble 
Earl, of whom fhe is fo enamoured, that it is confidently re- 
ported, fhe will not quit his Company,« though he is now in- 
clined to be deaf; and it is further faid, that fhe will ftick by 
him to his laft Breath; but, at that unhappy Juncture what 
will become of her, no Body can pretend to determine. Xx. 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE, 


“c Vitio Parentum 
“ara juventus, Hor. 


| W as greatly furprizea a few Days fince upon the Receipt of a Letter 

from my old Friend, the fecond-fighted Scotchman, whofe, Fore-know- 
ledge has formerly contributed to the Entertainment of the’ Readers: of 
the Gray’ s-Inn-‘fournal, { received his Epiftle with that Pleafure, which 
is always the Canfequence of hearing from an honeft Man, and,,, as/I am in 





Hopes that the Contents of his Packet will not be.found difagreeable, 1 


fhall lay. the whole before the Public, without any. further Ceremony, tak- 
ing only the Liberty to fupprefs a few Compliments, to myfelf....) | 


Extra of a Letter from a Second-Sighted Scotchman, dated Lnwérsiey the 
oth February 1754. 
— That we have had a Shareby our joint Labours in obiaining a 


Repeal of the Jew-Bill affords me’ muckle Content ; I am’ glad‘that the. 


Completion of my Prognoftics is prevented by the Interpofition: of’ fupe- 
rior Power; but notwithftanding this, there is atiother Affair 6f no fall 
Moment which gives me very great uneafinefs. I need not tell you 
that I mean the Marriage-Aét, which, I make no doubt, was deftgned 
for very good and laudable Purpofes. But alas! how fhort-fighted is “hu- 
man Wifdom ?——my dear Mr. Ranger, I have Reafon to imagine this 


very Step will be the Ruin of the Britis Nation. I forefee the decay ' 


of your Nobility; I perecive' them dwindling by infenfible degrees into 


an ‘emaciated, - puny, fickly Race, without any Pofkibility of their being’ 


improved by an Intermarriage with wholfome Flefh and Blood. Of the 
Confequences thereof, I have lately had a ftrong Conviction ; for as I 
was fojourning upon the height of a Caledonian Mountain, the Air wa: 


fuddenly rarified to a greater degree of Purity than ufual, and fuch— 


Seenes of Futurity were prefented'to me, that’ I was fhocked at the Re- 
flection, and as foon as my Vifion was clofed, I faithfully recorded the 
mott ftriking Particulars, in Order to communicate them to my Friend 
Ranger, in full Confidence that he will give them a Place in the Gray’s- 
Inn ‘Fournal. 


N.B. The Original to be feen by the Curious at the Printer’s hercof. 


News for one Hundred Years hence in the Public Adveritifer. 


—On Wednefday \aft arrived in Town from his Travels thro’ £'rr. 
repe, the Right Honourable the Earl of Pentweazel, of rare Accom- 
plifhments and very promifing Genius. He is counted the talleft No- 
bleman in the World, being in Height very near four Feet tén' Inches, 
which is greatly above the common Standard of Nobility at Prefent. 

Yefterday came on, at the Sittings in Lrncoln’s-Inn Hall, a remark- 
able Hearing in the Caufe mentioned in our laft, upon a Petition from 
George Beverley, Efqg; a Minor, complaining that his Guatdians have 
unre: ‘afonably Sele him from performing a Contract with Milfs AZiria 
Healthy, a beautiful young Lady, with a fmall Fortune. The Guardi- 
ans of the young Gentleman replied, that they have concluded a much 
more advantageous Match for him with Af/s Ricketty Barren, upon 
which this “ sufe, which has been depending for near two Years paft, 
was finally determined in Favour of the Defendants, this being the 
Jummar y ac of Proceeding in Cafes of this Nature. 

“By the Jaft Mail from Jreland we have Advice that as foon as his 
Grace the Duke of Slender-chanks, Lord Lieutenant of that Kingdom, 
landed on George’s Key, che People all burft into a loud fit of Laughter, 
crying out % Arrah but is that he?” which is jufily thought a very dif- 
affected Reception to one delegated to fo high an Office. 

We can affure our Readers that the Ma inagers of both Play-houfes 
have refolved to fit up the Boxes with Stoves, in Imitation’ of the 
Opera-houfe, in order to prevent the general Complaint of their being 
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too cold for, People of Quality, who have -fuffered great Inconveniences, 
for want of this Accommodation, of late Years. 

Laft Tuefday Night as the Lords Scrophulous and Spindle were return- 
ing Home from the Burletta in a wis-a-vis Sedan Chair, one of the 
Chairmen fell down and broke his Leg ; but happily their Lordfhips re- 
ceived no further Damage than that of being greatly frightened, and 
their Nerves being lefs convulfed at prefent, it is thought theywill do per- 
feétly well. 

Qn Sunday \aft an excellent Sermon was preached at the Chapel. 
Royal by Doétor Rubric, Chaplain in Ordinary, upon which Occafion 
the Sword of State was carried by their Lordfhips the Earl of Fe/famy 
and Lord George Fribble. 

About Eleven o’ Clock laft Night the Lady of the Right Honourable 
the Lord Vifcount Shadow was delivered of a dead Child, —to the 
great Difappointment of his Lordfhip and all his Relations. 

This Morning early, died of the Gout in his Stomach, his Grace the 
Duke of Burgundy, aged nine Months. His Diforder was fo inveterate, 
that it was not in the Power of the Faculty to affift him; by this fa- 
tal Event that noble Family is Extiné. 

We hear that feveral Petitions for Divorce with leave to marry a- 
gain, have been lately prefented to the Lords,—al/l at the Suit of the Ladies, 

On Monday laft was Reviewed upon Putney Common, the firft Regi- 
ment of Guards, by the Honourable Sir Robert Lungs, who was hand- 
fomely mounted upon an eafy Pad fent to him, as a Prefent, by the 
Bifhop of Man. Sir Robert was in great Spirits and wore a white Hand- 
kerchief about his Neck. 

A Suit is commenced in the Commons by a Perfon of Fafhion, againft 
a Gentleman of Ireland, for criminal Converfation with his Wife, and 
we hear that a Law will fhortly be Enacted to prohibit the Importation 
of Irifbmen into England, withouta fpecial Recommendation duly obtained 
from the Primate of that Kingdom. 

Never was the crying Sin of Fornication fo much practiced as at 
prefent, on. which Account it is faid the B of L——— apprehends 
another Earthquake, and intends fhortly to publifh an Exhortation to 
Piety in Order to fufpend the Laws of Gravitation. 

A Duel was fought Yefterday in Marybone Fields, between Sir Dilbery 
Diddle and Lord Trip, in which the latter had his Cheek fo violently 
{cratched that it’s feared he cannot poffibly recover. 

By Letters from Port/mouth, we are informed that Lord Fobn Lightfoot 
hoifted his Flag there on Wednefday laft, but, an hard Gale coming on, 
his Lordfhip was unfortunately blown over-board. 

The fame Advices add, that the Banns were publifhed twice in the 
proper Parifh-Church between Captain Hardy and Mifs Buxom, but fail- 
ing Orders hurrying the Captain away upon a Voyage round the World, 
the Nuptials remain unfinifhed. , 


Births and Burials this Week. 


Males 14 Males 232 
Chriftened 2 Females 11 Buried 2 Females 229 
Inall 25 In all 461 


Increafed in the Burials this Week, 59. 
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Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Office-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and 
J. BOUQUET in Pater-Nofter-Row, where may be had the 


tormer Numbers, 





